VOCABULARY FOR A COMMENTARY
Elementary words or links:


INTRODUCTION

Firstly


First of all


To begin with


…../

HYPOTHESIS
Probably, presumably, apparently, the probability is (high …) that, to express doubts , it may consist of, the idea is, 

GOAL/PURPOSE
In order to …

The intent of the article is … 
 For … + …ING
The goal to achieve is …

COMPARISON
Be similar to, Similarity, similarly …. Have sg in common, to distinguish, to be regarded as, be nearly alike, have a close connection with, be obvious, obviously , likewise, in the same manner …
CONTRAST/OPPOSITION
Be of great importance to, be significant, but however, in addition to, to vary a little (much), nevertheless, make great difference, on the contrary, furthermore, besides, in spite of, moreover, instead of, provided that, yet still, otherwise, on the other hand, although, whereas ….

MODERATION/SOFTENING 
To moderate, to soften, to some extent … , to modulate, to reduce, to weaken …

CONCLUSION
For all these reasons, subsequently, consequently, in the end, finally, eventually, as a result, therefore, hence, thus, the closing statement, to conclude, as a conclusion, to finish … At the end of the day ….

More elaborate expressions
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
This assertion raises a fundamental question 
It’s generally agreed today that …

This leads us to wonder whether (if)  …

Such a remark is often heard

Let us therefore take a close look at …
It cannot be denied that …

It would be naive to consider that …

It would hardly be exaggerated to state that …

History offers us numerous examples of …

Such an attitude deserves closer attention

DEVELOPING THE ARGUMENT
Let us begin with …

Let us first of all look at

In an attempt to analyse … it must first be recognized that …
The first telling argument is that …

Let us state the facts once more

Let us now consider/look for other factors

Let us now turn our attention to … (focus on)

It is reasonable to believe that …

The issue (question, problem) could also be approached from another angle

It is reasonable to claim that …

There is a second argument which cannot be ignored

THE BALANCED VIEW
It must however be pointed out that …

We must ask ourselves if …

It may be still more complex

We should (could) perhaps go further and ask whether (if) …

ORDERING VARIOUS ELEMENTS WITHIN IT
At this point, several arguments could be mentioned

Several arguments contributed to … (first, then, lastly)

This is basically due to X factors

One may point out in passing that …

Let us make brief mention of …

Without going into much detail , we should …

As we shall see in greater detail later in the text (presentation …)

This factor cannot be dissociated from …

Here we touch again on an idea

We shall return to this later … 

Let us return to the topic which interests us most

INTRODUCING ONE’S OWN POINT OF VIEW

In my view

For my part 

From my own point of view, what I find most striking is …

INTRODUCING SOMEONE ELSE’S POINT OF VIEW


According to the author


As the experts emphasize (imply)


The author draws our attention to (focus one’s attention on)


He reminds us of … (remind sy/soe of sg) 

He points out


He wants to convince us


According to the official version of the facts


INTRODUCING FACTS AND SOURCES


According to 


In a recent article in … 


In a recent article from the pen of …


In his/her remarkable study of … he/she observes that …


It’s noticeable that …


It’s true / false that …


We must not lose (lost, lost) sight of the facts  


As the reader progresses, new perspectives open up


The author reports that …  

INDICATING A SUPPOSITION


One (we) might justifiably suppose that …


It’s probable that …


The possibility of … is mentioned


Let us suppose that …/One may suppose that …


It leads us to believe that …


It’s not impossible that …


This would explain 


EXPRESSING CERTAINTY


It’s clear that …


Indisputably, undeniably …


Everything leads us to the conclusion that …


There can be no doubt that 

Everyone agrees in criticizing …


As everyone knows …

…/

